






South Dade attractions, museums, 
arts and culture will enchant you. 
Stroll through tropical gardens, 
�,�Q�G���X�Q�L�T�X�H���V�K�R�S�S�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���G�L�Q�L�Q�J��
experiences, sample exotic tropical 
fruits, tour a winery, visit Zoo Miami, 
marvel at sea life or take an airboat 
ride. Best of all, these activities are 
about a 45-minute drive from Miami 
International Airport, PortMiami, 
Downtown Miami and South Beach.
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GREATER MIAMI’S 
NATIONAL PARKS

South Dade — More to Explore...  
This eco-habitat is full of farm life, 
wildlife, attractions and home to two 

national parks — Everglades National 

Park and Biscayne National Park. 

At Everglades National Park, discover 
tropical plants, birds, alligators, 
threatened American crocodiles and 
West Indian manatees. Experience 
the fascinating home of coral reefs, 
mangrove forests, Biscayne Bay, 
Florida Keys and 10,000 years of human  
history at Biscayne National Park. 

Nearby Big Cypress National 

Preserve’s swamps and forests are 
home to a diversity of wildlife,  
including the endangered 
Florida panther. 

Homestead is the Gateway to two national parks. Saturdays 

and Sundays, from late November through April, Homestead 

invites its residents, neighbors and visitors to explore Biscayne 

and Everglades national parks with a free guided trolley ride  

from Historic Downtown Homestead. Catch the City of 

Homestead Trolley from Losner Park at 104 N. Krome Ave. 

Start and end your experience in Historic Downtown 

Homestead. Eat at great local restaurants, shop at unique 

places, tour the Historic Homestead Town Hall Museum or 

catch a show at the recently restored Seminole Theatre. 

Cushioned by the Everglades to the west, Biscayne Bay to 

the east and the bustling city to the north, South Dade is where 

Miami unfurls into sprawling farmland, exotic fruit stands and 

unique ecosystems. 

NATURAL WONDERS
A visit to our national parks and preserves can be an 

experience you won’t soon forget. Biscayne and Everglades 

national parks and Big Cypress National Preserve offer 

opportunities ranging from snorkeling to wildlife photography 

and camping in a backcountry chickee. 

Biscayne National Park
Biscayne National Park is home to four distinct ecosystems 

that melt into one another, creating rich edge communities or 

ecotones. These edges support an incredible array of wildlife, 

�L�Q�F�O�X�G�L�Q�J���K�X�Q�G�U�H�G�V���R�I���V�S�H�F�L�H�V���R�I���F�R�O�R�U�I�X�O���,�V�K�����S�O�D�Q�W�V���I�R�X�Q�G��

nowhere else in the United States, and visitor favorites like 

pelicans, manatees and sea turtles. 

Known as a fantastic place for outdoor and water-based 

recreation, the park protects and preserves a nationally 

�V�L�J�Q�L�,�F�D�Q�W���P�D�U�L�Q�H���H�F�R�V�\�V�W�H�P���Z�L�W�K���P�D�Q�J�U�R�Y�H���V�K�R�U�H�O�L�Q�H�V�����D��

shallow bay, undeveloped islands and living coral reefs. The 

coast of Biscayne Bay is lined with a deep green forest of 

mangroves. Red mangrove trees, with their complex system of 

prop roots, help stabilize the shoreline and provide shelter for 

animals, birds and marine life. Mangrove leaves become a vital 

part of the food chain when they fall into the waters.

On the eastern edge of Biscayne Bay are the northernmost 

Florida Keys. These protected islands, with their tropical 

hardwood forests, remain undeveloped and serve as reminders 

of the area’s past. On the Atlantic side of the islands lie the 

most diverse and beautiful of the underwater communities — 

the coral reefs. The reefs support a kaleidoscope of life. 

�3�O�D�Q�W�V�����,�V�K���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V���D�E�R�X�Q�G���L�Q���W�K�H���I�X�O�O���V�S�H�F�W�U�X�P���R�I��  

the rainbow.

Everglades National Park
�(�Y�H�U�J�O�D�G�H�V���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���3�D�U�N���L�V���G�H�,�Q�H�G���E�\���Z�D�W�H�U�����+�L�V�W�R�U�L�F�D�O�O�\����

a freshwater river a few feet deep and 50 miles wide crept 

seaward through this area on a gradually sloping riverbed. 

Along its 80-mile course, the river dropped only 15 feet,  

�,�Q�D�O�O�\���H�P�S�W�\�L�Q�J���L�Q�W�R���)�O�R�U�L�G�D���%�D�\���D�Q�G���W�K�H���*�X�O�I���R�I���0�H�[�L�F�R�����7�K�H�U�H����

fresh and salt water mix in coastal areas, and mangrove  

forest dominates. 

The Everglades is an expansive area consisting of 1.5 million 

acres of wetland. Since the park covers such a large area, 

planning is a must. There are three entrances to Everglades 

National Park and they are not connected. They are accessed 

through different areas.

FARTHER AFIELD

Big Cypress National Preserve

Big Cypress National Preserve is located in southwest 

Florida in some of the most rugged terrain in the state. The 

preserve encompasses approximately 729,000 acres of a 

freshwater swamp ecosystem, offering refuge to a wide variety 

of plants and animals.

The preserve receives nearly 55 inches of rainfall each 

�\�H�D�U�����-�R�R�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���F�\�S�U�H�V�V���V�W�U�D�Q�G�V���D�Q�G���S�U�D�L�U�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���D���V�K�D�O�O�R�Z��

�V�K�H�H�W���R�I���O�L�I�H���J�L�Y�L�Q�J���Z�D�W�H�U�����,�W���-�R�Z�V���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���S�U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���L�Q�W�R��

the 10,000 Islands area along the Gulf of Mexico, delivering 

valuable nutrients to estuarine species like snook, shark and 

crab. Endangered species such as Florida panthers, wood 

storks and red-cockaded woodpeckers can be found in the 

preserve. Rare orchids, ferns and bromeliads (air plants) are 

found in more inaccessible areas.

SOUTH DADE
MORE TO EXPLORE

Explore Biscayne and Everglades national 

parks with a free guided trolley ride from 

Historic Downtown Homestead. 

Catch the City of Homestead Trolley from 

Losner Park at 104 N. Krome Ave. 
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